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®e D o Hunter-gatherers ------------------------ . B e »e AXe head - - eeeereereereesaecninniiaciiciiannnnn,, .
People who lived during the Old The shape of this Neolithic axe head was
Stone Age (Palaeolithic) and Middle & made by slowly and carefully chipping
Stone Age (Mesolithic) were hunter- § i away at a big piece of flint. This process is
gatherers. They moved around with called ‘knapping. The finished axe head
the seasons, instead of living inone would then be fixed (hafted) to a handle.
place. This gave them a wider choice What may have happened to this axe
of animals to hunt and fruits, plants head's handle?

and nuts to gather. What canyou ~ { e
find in the Museum’s gardens thata : : :
Stone Age person could use or eat?

Tt : g Neolithic people began making
: clothes from woven sheep’s wool.

e -o Loom weight -.ceeeeveeiennninnnin, .

> 9 Sheep ......................................... : : The wool was spun into threads that
During the New Stone Age, or were woven together on a frame :
Neolithic (c.4000-2500BCE), people§ called a loom. These weights were
began to farm and to settleinone i tied to hanging threads to pull them :
place. Wild animals were caughtand @ tightly, making them easier to weave :
farmed so that their meat, skinand { around. Do you have anything made :
milk could be used. People startedto i of wool at home? :

grow crops too. They used wheat to : eeeeeereeeeeeeiree e e e ra e e e e e naaeeeeeet®
make bread, just like we do today. i :

.
.
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During the Bronze Age (¢.2500-

“teees > 9 Homes ........................................ .... g 8OOBCE), people |earnt tO make
In the New Stone Age (Neolithic), tools from metal. They still .made.
people often built homes close to tools out of stone, though, |I.ke this
fresh water. ‘Wattle' walls were woveni  : stone axe that has been polished to
from strong, bendy tree branches P make it smooth and strong. It would
and covered with a mixture of mud, : i have taken about 100 hours to make :
straw and dung, called ‘daub’ What { i this axe head. What have you made
other natural materials could you use; i that took a long time?

to build a shelter?

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

These shells are evidence of a
prehistoric dinner! Hunter-gatherers
ate shellfish when they stayed by the
sea. Animals’ shells, bones and teeth
survive long after the meat has been
eaten or rotted away. What survives
from the food we eat today?

All these animals can be found in
the wild in Britain today. In the
Stone Age, animals were an
important resource for humans.
People relied on them for food,
clothing and tools. People even
used deer antlers as hammers for
making and sharpening stone tools!
How do we rely on animals today?

.
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e @) Animal hide «eoeeeeeeeneeeneniinnnn, This sword’s long, thin shape was made by filling

P a mould with hot, liquid bronze. People couldn't
make shapes like this from stone, and metal
tools were sharper and longer lasting. Later, in
the Iron Age (c.800BCE-AD50), iron was used
to make even stronger tools and weapons.

Farming gave people in the New
Stone Age (Neolithic) even more
resources. This included more
animal skins, which were used in
different ways. The stretched
animal hide on this drum makes

a noise when you hit it. What other
instruments can you find that use
natural resources?

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



Ground Floor

N ) )
% KEY 0
=L T Toilets
Conservatory E\ Accessible toilets
Baby feed
| | 2 Cloakroom
Natural I Information and tickets Natural
Conservatory History History
Terrace Gallery Balcony
closed _d closed
[Gocess. until 2027 until
f 7 to Ist access
Caté e Temporary folst 2027
,_T‘@ Cround Exhibitions Gallery Ground \, 2ocess
oor oor 0 AqQuarium
. Lift Lift only
t |f5| . Lift | —
Main [/ | n 0 )
Entrance Ramp down —— | N;;gge -
Gallery Balcony CIL?:t?ld . Gallery Ao m—\
Shop Square \Sallery | 2027 $ Square
below agcess o
Ground
% |- ﬁ _I & | | Floor only
Music ) Lift
Gallery e
World The
Education Hands Gallery Studio World
Centre On Base 6 Gallery
6 a @ —|_|J_ | e @ Aquarium
_J J )
O Hunter-gatherers 9 Mammals a Loom weight @ Bronze Age sword
PREHISTORIC
Sheep Animal hide Bronze Age axe head
OBJECTS e © ©
Homes @ Axe head @ Limpet shells

HORNIMAN
MUSEUM
& GARDENS




	 01_v2_PREHISTORIC_A3P_2pp_v1_30JAN26_PQ.pdf
	 NEW_v3_PREHISTORIC_LEARNING_Floorplan_WORLD_GALLERY_03FEB26.pdf

