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Natural Sciences Handling Collection Volunteer
Role description


The Horniman Museum and Gardens is a unique place in southeast London where global cultures and the natural world are brought together for everyone to enjoy. The Museum holds internationally important collections of anthropology, musical instruments and natural sciences, an Aquarium and renowned Handling Collection of around 3,500 objects, used to support Learning and Engagement. The 16 acres of beautiful Gardens feature a tropical Butterfly House and offer stunning views across London.

Main purpose
This role is an exciting opportunity to work closely with natural science specimens in the Horniman’s Handling Collection, while developing practical skills in collections documentation, species identification, and museum database systems.

We’re looking for someone curious and interested in spending time with our collections, helping us improve the information we hold. By doing this, you’ll be supporting how these objects are used to engage thousands of people each year.

Comprising around 600 objects, the natural science specimens in the Handling Collection include both animal and plant specimens, and ranges from shells to taxidermy to pinned and skeletal specimens; it is comprised in the main of vertebrate species. 

As part of the Horniman’s major capital project Nature + Love, ahead of the opening of our new Natural History Gallery in 2027, you will contribute to improving the quality and accessibility of our collections data.

You will receive training in using our collections database (Mimsy XG), handling museum objects safely, and will have the opportunity to spend time with our Principal Curator of Natural Sciences, gaining insight into how museum collections are managed and used.

You will leave this role with demonstrable experience in object handling, and museum documentation.


Tasks include: 
· Spend time with natural science specimens in the Handling Collection, comparing them with the information recorded in our database 
· Help improve and update records using our collections management system (Mimsy XG), with training provided 
· Support research into species by cross-referencing specimens with CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species) lists, tagging specimens that are listed
· Check the condition of specimens and help flag any that may need further care or conservation work
Level of commitment and any conditions
This is a regular volunteering opportunity, usually on a weekly basis for up to three months. However, we aim to be as flexible as possible and are happy to discuss patterns of volunteering that work for you, such as concentrated arrangements (for example, over the summer period).

Some aspects of the role, such as research, can be done remotely, while working with the specimens will take place on site at the Horniman in Forest Hill.

Due to the nature of the role and the support required, this opportunity is open to those aged 18 or over. A basic DBS check is required as the role involves access to Horniman IT systems.

This role would suit someone who:
· Is curious about the natural world and interested in how museum collections are cared for and used
· Has an academic interest in the natural sciences, whether through study, personal interest, or experience
· Would enjoy spending time looking closely at objects and working with detailed information 
· Is interested in gaining experience of museum practices, such as documentation and object handling
· Has some familiarity with identifying animals or natural science specimens (including using digital tools to do this) 
· Feels comfortable using computers and learning new systems 
· Is happy working in a focused and methodical way and on repetitive tasks (like data entry)

The museum offers volunteers:
· Opportunities for personal development in a supportive learning environment
· Reimbursement of travel expenses 
· Special events for volunteers such as behind-the-scenes talks and socials
· A 20% discount at the café and the shop
· Free entry to paid areas of the museum
· Free reciprocal entry to National Museum Directors’ Council members’ sites, after 4 months volunteering

We are committed to diversity and inclusion and welcome applications from people of all backgrounds and circumstances. Adjustments are available to support your application and placement in this role. Please get in touch if you have any questions. 

To apply 
Please complete the online application here  or ask for an application form by emailing: volunteering@horniman.ac.uk

Closing date for applications:  Sunday 26th July.

We will hold informal interviews on 10th August.
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